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!( U nit Bre ak P oints

U nde fine d
Immobile Substrates

1 - Be drock - CC 1-20 - V E
2 - Be drock - CC 1-20 - E
3 - Be drock/Bou lde r - CC 1-23, 32, 33 - S E
4 - Be drock/G rave l - CC 1-23, 33 - S P
5 - Be drock/G rave l - CC 1-23,33 - P /V P

Mobile/Partially Mobile Substrates
6 - S and & G rave l - CC 24-26, 32 -S P
7 - S and & G rave l - CC 24-26,32 - V P /P
8 - Estu ary or S and/M u d - CC 27-31 - V P /P /S P
9 - S e dim e nt - CC 21 - 30 - S E/E

Current Dominated
10 - Be drock or S e dim e nt - CC 34 - V P /P /S P

Tidal Lagoon
11 - Be drock or S e dim e nt - CC 35 - V P /P /S P

Shoreline Habitat

092F.049

T he  Habitat T ype  provide s a simplifie d pictu re  of the  "look" of the  u nit ove rall, base d on the  de taile d biophysical attribu te s that have
be e n mappe d.  T he  Habitat T ype  cate gory is a su mm ary of the   obse rvations of both the  u nit's biologial and ge omorphological
fe atu re s.
Each Habitat T ype  has a de finition that inclu de s the  typical su bstrate , wave  e xposu re  and biobands. For e xample , for the
S e m i-e xpose d, Immobile  su bstrate  Habitat T ype , part of the  de finition of that class is a ce rtain combination of the  most like ly 
biobands and indictor spe cie s pre se nt at a be drock shore line  with no mobile  se dim e nt pre se nt. 
How is Habitat T ype  de te rm ine d?
Each Habitat T ype  has typical biological fe atu re s (inclu ding both an indicator spe cie s list and typical associate d biobands). 
To de te rm ine  the  Habitat T ype , the  biom appe r looks at the  along-shore  U nits as de signate d and de scribe d by the  physical mappe r, and
1.	re cords the  obse rvations of the  biobands in the  u nit and looks for indicator spe cie s, 
2.	assigns a bio-(wave ) e xposu re  cate gory, 
3.	re vie ws the  physical mappe d inform ation, and 
4.	assigns the  Habitat T ype  that be st de scribe s the  u nit.
T he  Habitat T ype  is base d on the  whole  u nit and is similar to the  physical mappe rs u se  of the  ‘Coastal Class’ cate gory, in that the
de taile d across-shore  data are  su mmarize d into one  attribu te . T he  simplifie d cate gory de scribe s the  fe atu re s of the  whole  u nit. 
Habitat T ype  is a su mm ary of the  biophysical classification of the  whole  shore  u nit, base d on:
•	the  biobands obse rve d, 
•	the  wave  e xposu re  as indicate d by the  bands, and 
•	the  su bstrate  type s in the  u nit.
Le ge nd De finitions
CC - Coastal Classification nu m be r
W ave  Exposu re
E - Expose d - V e ry high wave  e xposu re , ope n oce an swe llsm u su ally fe tche s >500km
V E - V e ry Expose d - Extre m e  high wave  e xposu re
S E - S e m i Expose d - High wave  e xposu re , ope n shore line s, are as be twe e n fu lly e xpose d and more  she lte re d, u su ally fe tche s 50 to 500km
P  - P rote cte d - Low wave  e xpsou re , she lte re d inle ts, u su ally fe tche s le ss than 10km
S P  - S e m i P rote cte d - Mode rate  wave  e xpsou re , partly she lte re d, u su ally fe tche s 10-50km
V P  - V e ry P rote cte d - V e ry low wave  e xposu re , fe thce s < 1km, she lte re d anchorage s at he ads of bays and inle te s

Data Source:
S hore line  T ype
G e oBC Coastal Re sou rce  S hore zone  Database , 2008
Base  Inform ation
1:20,000 G e oBC T e rrain Re sou rce  Inform ation 
Manage m e nt (T RIM) Database
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Kilom e te rs
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